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Tuesday 24th January 
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Page 3 

Sunday 19th February 

2017 
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From the Chair 

Happy New Year!  Frohes neues Jahr!  Bonne Année! 

I do hope that everyone has enjoyed good health and happiness 

over the festive time and that it has continued into 2017. On a 

personal note I have had the "all clear" but will be monitored in 

eight months' time. 

Our Christmas Lunch was attended by fewer members this year but 

was still enjoyable. It is not only the food but also the friendship 

that makes it a worthwhile activity. 

Our AGM will be held in February when, hopefully, Carolyn is re-

appointed as our secretary. She is the only committee member up 

for re-election and is someone we cannot manage without.  Nigel 

will be handing over the reins as Newsletter editor to Chris Crosby. 

Chris is new to twinning and we are indebted to her for taking on 

this task. We are still in need of someone to keep an eye on the 

website.  Nigel will be able to let you know what is involved - 

please ask him.  We have managed for one year without a social 

secretary and this has put a lot of pressure on other committee 

members. If you are willing, for just one event, to be the point of 

contact for members wishing to attend, then please see a 

committee member. 

The AGM will be followed by a small beetle drive. If you don't know 

how to play, don't worry, just bring a pencil. 

Our friends from La Flèche will be visiting us at Easter, we have 

some information on the numbers. Being at Easter it has been 

difficult to book trips but Ruzi has managed some that I am sure 

you will want to join in.  

As per my norm I cannot sign off without informing our friends in 

La Flèche and Friedberg of our mild weather. 2016 has proved to 

be another year when the gardens do not know what to do. I still 

have roses on 2 of my bushes and my daffodils are 15cm (6ins) 

high - in mid-December the temperature was 12 degrees Celsius. 

I want to take this opportunity to thank committee members for all 

that they do. 

I look forward to seeing you all at the AGM. 

Sylvia Gibson 

 

continued on page 2 
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Chippenham Twinning Association Language Awards 2016 

Maintaining our links with local schools is one of the aims set out in our Constitution and we 

are always pleased to be able to donate awards for foreign languages when it comes to their 

Annual Awards Ceremonies. We usually have representatives to attend these evenings, and 

this year we have managed to be present at all of them. 

Sheldon School  - 13th October 

An entertaining awards evening attended by Sylvia 

Gibson and Nigel Thomas.  Guest of Honour and principal 

speaker this year was "Eddie The Eagle" Edwards, best 

known for his ski-jumping exploits in the 1988 Winter 

Olympics.  The main part of the evening was concluded 

with a finger buffet and liquid refreshment. 

The winner of the award for excellence and achievement 

in modern languages was Toby Shirazian. 

 
Nigel Thomas 

Hardenhuish School - 24th November 

At the Hardenhuish Year 11 Awards Ceremony on Thursday 24th November, Emily Hall 

received the Twinning Association prize for Spanish, while the prize for French went to Joshua 

Turner.  Congratulations to both students for their hard work and achievement.  The prizes 

were undoubtedly very well deserved. 

We went along to the Awards Ceremony and, prior to seeing the Year 11 cohort receive their 

certificates and prizes, were treated to drinks and canapés beautifully prepared and served by 

the students.  The Peter Thompson Hall was packed with students and parents, who must 

have been very proud of their children’s success. 

Hardenhuish language options are French and Spanish.  The current GCSE curricula in French 

and Spanish cover the technicalities of language as well as the culture of France and Spain.  

This is especially important in a world which seems to be becoming increasingly divided.  One 

aim of Twinning Associations is to counter divisiveness and therefore it was very worthwhile 

to see the profile of the Chippenham Twinning Association raised through the donation of 

prizes to these talented young people. 

Margaret and Geoff Barrett 

Abbeyfield  School - 26th November 

This was a very enjoyable occasion. We were welcomed with drinks and canapés prepared by 

Year 9 Catering students before proceeding to the hall. After a welcome from the Head, Mr 

Tucker, we heard from the guest speaker, Bonita Norris, who held us spellbound as she 

recounted the amazing and inspirational story  of how she realised her "crazy" dream, in 

2010 becoming the youngest British woman to reach the summit of Everest at the age of 22.  

With her obvious determination and spirit of persisting against all odds, even when clearly 

well out of her comfort zone, she is a great role model and was the perfect choice for such an 

event. 

Toby Shirazian with Eddie the Eagle and Mayor 
Terry Gibson 
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The calibre of the student prize winners was impressive and went far beyond academic 

achievement. They, and their teachers, made it clear that Abbeyfield School is a very 

special community. The Twinning Association Awards were presented to Jack Brown (French) 

and Matthew Hart (German) and thanks were extended to the organisation.  

Liz Nelson 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

 

Forthcoming Social Activities - Dates for your diary 
 

 

Afternoon Tea - Tuesday 24th January 

 

Afternoon Tea at the home of Sylvia and Terry Gibson - 10 Carnarvon Close, Chippenham 

2.00 - 4.30pm  £10.00 per person 

Please contact Sylvia on 01249 444206 or sylvia.gibson@hotmail.com as soon as possible 

and in any case by Friday 20th January. 

 

_____________ 

 

Coffee Morning - Thursday 23rd March 

Coffee Morning at the home of Bryant and Mary Vincent, 27 Eastern Avenue, Chippenham 

10am – 12noon   £5.00 per person 

Please contact Bryant or Mary on 01249 651980 or vincentbryantmary@gmail.com by 

Friday 17th March 
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______________________  Twinning Visits 2017  _______________________ 

Visit from La Flèche - Friday 14th to Tuesday 18th April 2017 

Fifty-three adults and five children will be coming to Chippenham in April. Most are known to 

us and have friends they will be staying with. There are three new families who require hosts; 

they are Mr & Mrs Richards (52 & 49) and Paul (13), Mr Weibel (retired), Thierry & Pascale 

Butet (58 & 54)  and the coach driver.  Please let me know if you can host any of these 

visitors and I shall send further details. 

 Our visitors will arrive on Friday afternoon and we will arrange a reception at the 
Busby Club on their arrival.  

 On Saturday we plan a coach trip to Salisbury with a visit to the cathedral, the rest of 
the day being free. 

 On Sunday there is a visit to the American museum in Bath using our cars. A light 
lunch will be arranged. 

 Monday is a day with host families and we end the day with a ceilidh at Kington 
Langley village hall with a buffet supper. As there is no bar at the hall we need to 
provide our own drinks.  I will be looking for help to arrange the reception and  buffet 

supper so please contact me if you are able to help.  Many thanks 

 

I shall let you know the costs of these activities once we know how many will be taking part. 

Ruzi Buchanan 

 

____________________________________ 

Visit to Friedberg 2017 - another date for your diary! 

The 2017 twinning weekend in Friedberg will take place from Friday 18th - Tuesday 22nd 

August.  More details in due course but in the meantime it would help the organisers if you 

would register your interest as soon as possible - contact Paul Gilman 

(paul.gilman2@btopenworld.com).  

 

Paul Gilman  
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_________________  Chippenham Twinners Out and About  ________________ 

Walk to Corsham - Sunday 9th October 

By way of a rather uncommon social activity a group of eleven members and friends (and 

Ruby!) passed a couple of pleasant hours on 

a Sunday morning tackling the route from 

Chippenham to Corsham on foot.  The 

weather was ideal and although much of the 

walk involved tracking across fields it was 

neither very wet nor very muddy.  Pretty 

good for October, in fact. 

Led by Alan Roberts and advertised as a four-

mile amble, the amble bit was more or less 

accurate but the distance - according to some 

walkers - was nearer five miles.  We met one 

or two other walkers on the way but otherwise nothing but the occasional sheep. 

There were no 

prizes for 

completing the 

walk but at the 

end we sat down 

to a welcome pub 

lunch at the Royal 

Oak, joined by 

some non-walkers 

who, apart from 

offering extra 

company, also provided many walkers a welcome lift 

home. 

 

 

 

Photos - Carolyn Gilman & Nigel Thomas 

 

_________________________________ 

  

Plenty of open space en route and unusually dry 
for October One of several sheep that we met on the way 

We made it to the Royal Oak.  
It was all worth the effort 

Bath Road car park - ready for the off 
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Bangers & Mash - Saturday 8th October 

We have had another entertaining Bangers & Mash evening 

hosted by Margaret & Phil Dyke.  Twelve sat down to three 

courses - a variety of sausages - outdoor-bred 

pork, Cumberland and  Pork & Apple served with vegetables 

and mash,  followed by numerous puddings, then cheese & 

biscuits, coffee and tea.  All this good food was helped down 

by plenty of soft drinks and wine. 

Many thanks to Margaret and Phil for making us welcome and for this tasty and sumptuous 

feast.   

You will be pleased to learn that we made a profit of £131.67 for Twinning funds – so thank 

you to all who came.  

______________________________ 

County of Wiltshire Carol Service - 6th December 

Every year the Lord-Lieutenant of Wiltshire organises a carol service.  This year it was held at 

St Andrew's Church, Chippenham and the Chippenham Twinning Association was invited.  The 

format was traditional with seven carols and five readings and was conducted by Rod Key, 

Parish Priest of St Andrew's and The Right Reverend Dr Lee Rayfield, Bishop of Swindon.   

Nigel and Margaret Thomas were the Association's representatives.   

________________________________ 

Christmas Lunch - 14th December 

Twenty-seven members gathered at Chippenham Golf 

Club for our annual Christmas Lunch - rather fewer than 

in previous years but still a good turn-out.  We had an 

enjoyable meal with 

choices for each of the 

three courses and took 

advantage of another 

opportunity for good 

company, catching up 

with those we hadn't 

seen for a while.  

There was a raffle as usual - and after the success of last 

year's the prizes were again pre-wrapped in Christmas paper.   The raffle raised £32.00 for 

Association funds. 

The 100 Club Draw for November, December and January took place as intended at the 

Christmas Lunch winners on page 14.   

Photos: Nigel Thomas 
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Reports from Friedberg 

Friedberg Trade Fair 

From Friday to Sunday 4th to 6th November our 

Committee took part in the local trade fair held in 

Friedberg, in order to maintain our high profile 

and attract new interested visitors. We had opted 

for a joint stand with Friedberg's four other twin 

cities (Bressuire / France, Völs / Italy, La Crosse / 

USA and our namesake Friedberg in Austria). To 

our great delight, the fair met with considerable 

public interest, enabling us to present the rich variety of international connections Friedberg 

has built up during the past decades. 

Every twinning committee offered culinary specialties from the different countries they 

represented.  Although our Mamade and lemon curd crackers had a bit of a difficult time, as 

compared with wine from France and South Tyrolean fruit brandy, we did very well in the 

end. Moreover, we also showed attractive scenes from Chippenham and its surrounding 

countryside on a TV screen. In addition to this, 

visitors could take part in a little quiz with 

questions about our twin cities. Those who knew 

the right answers could get tokens for the next 

Friedberg Christmas market which will start on 

29th November 2017. With all these activities we 

convinced quite a number of visitors that the UK, 

with the focus very much on Chippenham and 

Wiltshire, has a lot to offer in terms of natural 

beauty, historic sites, and, yes: culinary surprises. It was fun talking to people, introducing 

our twin city of Chippenham to them and broadening their horizons from little Friedberg into 

the great wide open world. Surprisingly, almost no one raised the topic of Britain leaving the 

EU which is otherwise often discussed these days. To us, it was clear enough anyway that 

friendship consists of more than just political ups and downs, no matter how spectacular they 

may be. In summary it can be said that our presence at this fair was a really good experience 

for all of us. It created an increasing interest in Friedberg's twinning activities and aroused 

peoples' curiosity in what is going on in and around Chippenham. So, dear English friends, 

don't be surprised if you see some hitherto unknown faces during our next visit... 

Elmar Kreihe 
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Friedberg Christmas Market 

Here are a few photos from Carolyn and Paul Gilman who 

paid a visit to Friedberg whilst the Christmas Market was in 

full swing.  It was very cold but with clear skies and bright 

sunshine. Perfect walking weather and the market was very 

busy. It is a very festive time and the whole town seems to 

come out every evening to enjoy the friendship and 

camaraderie.  

   

 
_______________________________ 

 
Doris Edwards - A Postscript 

 

On Monday 7th November fifteen CTA members with other friends and neighbours joined five 

members of the Edwards family (including her son Alan and his wife Glenda from Oregon 

USA, who had arranged this event at the Rotary Hall) to share memories of Doris who died in 

the States on 26th September. 

We remembered past twinning trips to La Flèche and Friedberg and learnt that she had 

visited 42 countries during her 95 years. 

We were reminded of our visit to Friedberg in 2011 when we went to Wemding where there 

was an ancient tower with over 200 very worn steps.  This did not stop Doris, even at 90 she 

was quite happy to climb to the top to enjoy the birds-eye view of the town.  She was 

accompanied by Max Diener from Friedberg who was also 90 years old. 

It was agreed by all that Doris was an exceptional lady who will be sadly missed. 

Margaret & Alan Roberts 

_________________ 

Alan and Glenda each presented a eulogy to Doris and the essence of these is reproduced 

here: 

From Alan: 

Today I say goodbye to my dear mother.  She was born in Croydon and met my father during 

World War II.  They were married in 1945 and I was born as one of the so-called baby-

boomers.  I grew up at various RAF stations around England and Germany.   

While in Germany I rode with mum on her moped when she went shopping in Holland and 

she let me think I was her official cheese-taster.  When my dad was posted back to the UK 
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from Singapore they bought a bungalow in Chippenham as it was near where he was 

stationed.   

Mum visited us in the US  every year first in Texas and then in Oregon and Canada , and she 

always had places to go that we had generally not heard of before.  She also travelled the 

world including a visit to New Zealand one year followed the year after with a visit to relatives 

in the west of Australia.  After I had a business trip to India in 2010 she took a trip there in 

2011. 

In November 2014 she could no longer look after herself so we brought her back to the US so 

we could look after her.  She did have a choice of going into a nursing home in England or 

coming to the US and I was very happy that she chose us. 

On Monday 26th September she passed away after suffering a stroke the previous Thursday.  

We had a cremation ceremony in Oregon and have brought her remains home so that she can 

be with Dad. 

I will miss her. 

From Glenda: 

Doris was born in Croydon, England.  Doris was the quintessential adventurer having toured 

42 countries.  After WWII she and husband Cyril, in the RAF, were stationed in Singapore.  

They returned to England in the 70s and Cyril retired from the RAF at age 55, then worked 

for the government for a while.  He busied himself with building some prizewinning model 

airplanes.  When he flew his planes Doris was by his side as helper. 

When the wanderlust hit Doris, Cyril said he had travelled enough during the war and 

preferred to stay at home with his modelling.  So Doris started her adventurous life travelling 

with her lifelong school friend Violet. 

Here are some of the highlights of her adventures but the list is by no means a complete one: 

Doris cruised up the Amazon River and actually ate piranha fish; she also cruised up the 

Yangtze River twice before and after it was flooded; she toured Machu Picchu in Peru; flew 

around Mount Everest; went to see the Taj Mahal in India and spent time on Easter Island. 

She visited us every year even when we live in Brunei, SE Asia.  Her usual stay was a month.  

On her first visit to the US she researched and planned a tour for us to see the Carlsbad 

Caverns and she and her grand-daughter Amanda flew through the Grand Canyon in a small 

plane.  We watched from below with great trepidation! 

When we moved to Portland she made a number of excursions all over the State of Oregon.  

One of the most memorable trips she organised for us was through the Canadian Rockies.  I 

highly recommend the trip to all of you; it was awesome. 

At the age of 89 Doris scuba-dived in the Great Barrier Reef in Australia, and for her 90th 

birthday she had a balloon ride.  To get in the basket she climbed the ladder and hopped in 

with minimal assistance. 

 

________________________________________ 
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2017 

Notice is hereby given that the 2017 Annual General Meeting of Chippenham Twinning 

Association will take place on Sunday 19th February 2017 in The Busby Club, Cocklebury Road, 

Chippenham, commencing at 7.00 pm.  There is free parking in the Olympiad Car Park on 

Sundays.  The Busby Club is opposite the railway station. 

Written nominations are required for vacant committee positions (signed by proposer, seconder 

and nominee).   If you require a Nomination Form please contact the Secretary before 19 th 

February or print off the form on page 11 of this Newsletter.  The completed form can be 

returned at the start of the AGM.  Any items for inclusion under Any Other Business should be 

made in writing to Mrs Carolyn Gilman, Littledown, Parkers Lane, Kington Langley, Chippenham 

Wiltshire SN15 5PH (email: carolyn.gilman2@btopenworld.com)  by Thursday 16th February 

2017. 

AGENDA 

1. Chairman’s opening remarks 

2. Welcome address from the President, the Mayor of Chippenham, Cllr. Mr Terry Gibson 

3. Apologies for Absence 

4. Minutes of 2016 AGM 

5. Matters arising 

6. Chairman’s report 

7. Treasurer’s report and presentation of accounts for year ending 31.12.16 

8. Social Secretary’s report 

9. Webmaster and Newsletter Report  

10. Election of committee for 2017 

 

 Paragraph 7b of the 2011 Constitution states that “A Committee member,  once 

elected, may serve for a maximum period of three years before being  required to 

stand for re-election.”  

One member of the Committee is therefore due to be re-elected at this AGM.  This is  Carolyn 

Gilman, Secretary. 

a. Nominations are required for Social Secretary  

b. Nominations required to fill the Webmaster role 

c. The role of Newsletter Editor has been filled and will be ratified at this meeting. 

d. Any further nominations to fill the other vacancies on the committee 

 

11.   Appointment of Auditor for year 2017 Accounts 

12.   AOB 

13.   Draws for 100 Club for February/March/April 2017 

 

An updated copy of this Agenda will be available at the meeting. 

As at previous AGMs, the bar will be open (both before and after the 
meeting) for alcoholic/non-alcoholic drinks and coffee.  At the end of the 
AGM there will be the annual Raffle, followed by a Beetle Drive.   Good 
quality prizes would be most welcome.  Please contact Sylvia Gibson - 
Chairman or the Secretary.  
 

 

  



Winter 2017 11 

If you'd like to nominate someone for one of the vacancies identified in the Calling Notice 

please print and use this page.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

CHIPPENHAM TWINNING ASSOCIATION 

NOMINATION FOR APPOINTMENT TO COMMITTEE 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 19th  FEBRUARY 2017. 

 

 

Nomination for :  

 

Nominated by _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

 

 

Seconded by  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

 

Signed by nominee: 

 

Signed by proposer: 

 

Signed by seconder: 
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Subscription Renewal 

Members - Annual Subscription Renewal time is now! 

This is to remind you that membership subscriptions were due on 1st January 2017.  The 

deadline for receipt of subscriptions is 31st January so if you haven't already renewed please 

do so straight away.  Unless you already pay by Standing Order please use the form on page 

13 to renew.  It will help the Association (and yourselves too, as then future subscriptions will 

be paid automatically) if you would set up a Standing Order using the SO form.  

 

To remind you, subscription rates were changed at the 2016 AGM so if you have a 

current Standing Order would you please ensure it reflects the new subscription 

rates - thank you! 

 

The rates from 1st January 2017 are: 

 Family   £36.00 
 Individual   £18.00 

 Senior   £15.00 
 Junior   £15.00 (if not covered by a family membership) 

 Corporate  £36.00 
 

 

Application for 100 Club Membership 

Now is also the time to take out a 100 Club subscription.   A subscription  costs £12.00 a 

year and the year runs from February to the following January.  Each subscription is 

allocated a unique number and this number goes into each prize draw in the year.  Prize 

draws take place four times a year representing respectively the quarters February to April, 

May to July, August to October and November to January.  Currently there are five prizes at 

each draw.  The number and value of prizes at each draw is reviewed at the beginning of the 

100 Club year and depends on the number of subscriptions taken out.  Half the money 

received in subscriptions is returned in prizes, the remainder being used to bolster 

Association funds.     

 

Remember that you may take out as many 100 Club subscriptions as you like, thereby 

increasing your chances of winning a prize; each subscription will have its own unique 

number and every number goes into every draw.    
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Application for Subscription and 100 Club Renewal 

Title : Mr/Mrs/Miss/Other (please specify)  

Surname    _____________________________ First name(s) 

______________________________________________________________________________  

For Family Membership please list above all names of those to be included in the membership and indicate if they 

are adult (over 18) or children (under 18).  

Address _________________________________   Contact tel. no(s) __________________________ 

________________________________________   Email  ___________________________________  

*I/We apply for the following memberships for 2017 (please indicate the number required against each required 

category:  

Family - £36 a year   [    ]   Individual - £18 a year - number required   [    ] Senior (over 60 yrs) - £15 a year - number 

required [    ]  Junior (under 18 and not covered by family membership) £15 a year - number required [    ] Corporate 

- £36 a year (please contact Elizabeth Kennedy ‒ details below ‒ for further information)  

EITHER *I/We enclose a cheque for £ _____ for the  annual subscription of £ _____  and for  ____  100 Club 

subscription(s) of £12.00 each  

OR *I/We have completed the Standing Order below for the annual subscription of £ _____    and for  ____  100 Club 

subscription(s) of £12.00 each     * delete as appropriate  

 

Standing Order Request 

To: ______________________(name of Bank) ___________________________(Address)  

       ___________________________  

From: ______________________ (Name)  ___________________________ (Address)  

       ___________________________ Account Name:  ______________________________  

Account No.:       ________________  

Bank Sort Code:  _____-_____-_____  

Please pay Chippenham Twinning Association the sum of £_______     ( __________________ pounds) from 2nd 

January 20___ and annually thereafter on the first working day of January until further notice.  

Details of the account to be credited are:  

Account Name: Chippenham Twinning Association Management Committee Account No.: 00260428 Bank Sort Code: 

20-84-58 Bank Address:   Barclays Bank plc, 66 Market Place Chippenham, SN15 3JA  

Signed _____________________  Date ___________  

Please send this form to Elizabeth Kennedy, Stonehayes, Allington, Chippenham SN14 6LJ  

07527 411346  elizabeth@stonehayes.com   
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Fostering friendship and links between Chippenham and Europe              Website: chippenham-twinning.org.uk 

Follow us on Facebook 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Contacts 
 
 
 
President: 
The Mayor of Chippenham 
c/o The Town Hall 
Tel: 01249 446699 
 
Chairman: 
Sylvia Gibson 
Tel: 01249 444206 
 
Secretary: 
Carolyn Gilman 
carolyn.gilman2@btopenworld.com  
 
Treasurer: 
Elizabeth Kennedy 
elizabeth@stonehayes.com  
 Tel: 07527 411346 
 
Membership/100 Club: 
Bryant Vincent 
vincentbryantmary@gmail.com 
 
Social Secretary: 
Vacant 
 
French Liaison: 
Ruzi Buchanan 
ruzibuchanan@gmail.com  
 
German Liaison: 
Paul Gilman 
paul.gilman2@btopenworld.com 
 
 
 
Newsletter Editor: 
Nigel Thomas 
nigel.thomas@which.net  
Tel: 01249 660893 
30A Hardenhuish Lane 
Chippenham 
SN14 6HN 

 

 

This Newsletter 

Please contact me if you know of any member (including 

yourself) who hasn't received a copy of this newsletter.  

Please let me know if your email address changes.  If you 

don't do this there is a risk that you will not receive your 

Newsletter. 

New Newsletter Editor 

This is my final Newsletter.  After four years I'm handing 

over to Chris Crosby who will be in charge from the 

Spring issue, due early April.  Please contact me as usual 

for any queries about this issue.  Please send all material 

for the Spring issue to Chris: chriscrosby24@mac.com.  

The deadline for the Spring issue will be 24th March 

2017. 

 
Best wishes for 2017. 

  

 

Nigel 

 
 

100 Club Draw 

The draw for November, December and January was held 

during the Christmas Lunch at Chippenham Golf Club on 

14th December.  The prizes were: 

1st  £30.00 Mike Burrows 

2nd  £20.00 Elizabeth Kennedy 

3rd  £13.00 Gill Minter 

4th  £11.00 Alf Riley 

5th  £7.00 Liz Nelson 

 

mailto:chriscrosby24@mac.com

