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Dates for your Diary 

 Sunday 7thOct. 2018 

Croquet and 100 Club 
draw 
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Friday 12thOct. 2018 
 
Bangers and Mash 
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Sunday 9th Dec. 2018 
 
Wreath making 
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Saturday 1stDec. 2018 
 
Christmas lunch 
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Sunday 24th Feb. 2019 

Annual General Meeting 
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10th -14th May 2019 

Twinning visit from La 
Flèche 
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THE NEWSLETTER 

 Chippenham Twinning Association 

Autumn Edition 

October 2018 

From the Chair 

I hope you have all enjoyed a pleasant, but not too hot, 
summer and that you have managed to store up some of this in 
good health ready for the winter to come. 

As I write this we are still enjoying good weather with 
above average temperatures although the wind is bringing in a 
chill factor. Enjoy it while you may as from personal experience 
the winters always seem so long. 

We have a new editor who has taken over from Chris. If 
you have any articles/photos for the newsletter please send 
them to pip@higman.eu. 

In August we had a very enjoyable time with our 29 
visitors from Friedberg and as they look forward to their Advent 
Market we wish them well. Those of you who did not share the 
weekend with them here in Chippenham missed seeing the Night 
watchman and his apprentice as they sang the song that is 
traditionally sung as they walk around the town walls. They 
completed the 'show' with their horn and lanterns. A fantastic 
evening our thanks not only go to the Mayor and Town 
Councillors for hosting this but also to our host families. 

We struggled again this year to find hosts, if you are able 
to host please let Paul Gilman know. 

I mentioned Friedberg's Advent market (Weinachtsmarkt) 
did you know they take home with them marmalade and 
Twinings tea, they order Walkers crisps, Crawford shortbread 
and chocolate oranges. Do we take these goods for granted? 

Your committee continues to meet and endeavours to 
raise funds through various activities but unfortunately we are 
having little response from members. Remember you are invited 
to bring family and friends to these activities; we hope that once 
they have seen and met us they will want to join us for future 
events, perhaps becoming CTA members and members of our 
100 club. Support for proposed activities has been poor 
indicating to us that these are not what you want - please let us 
know what you would like! Your support is needed for those 
advertised in this newsletter. 

We continue to receive support from Chippenham Town 
Council in the form of a donation, council representation 
(through Cllr Nick Murry) and the reception hosted by the Mayor 
when there are visitors here in Chippenham. All this helps with 
raising our profile and in the hope we can do this we have 
purchased a flag and welcome banners.   .... 



 

 

 

 

 

Chippenham Twinning Association Language Awards 2018 

Chippenham Twinning Association continues to support the town's secondary schools through 
the donation of book tokens as a language award. To each of the 3 events a representative of 
twinning is invited, that could be you! Please let us know if you would like to. This year your 
representatives will be: 

11th October     - Sheldon School          - Pip and Chris Higman  

22nd November - Hardenhuish School   - John Scragg 

29th November  - Abbeyfield School      - Sylvia and Terry Gibson 

_____________________________________ 

100 Club draw results in June 
9  Gill Minter £20 
30 David Bowers and Maria £15 
5 Paul and Carolyn Gilman £10 
24 Bernice Salmon £ 8 
14 Gill Minter £ 6 

_____________________________________ 

 

Forthcoming Social Activities - Dates for your diary 
 

Croquet at Kington Langley (behind the village hall) 

 and 100 Club draw  

Sunday 7th October 2018 to start at 2 p.m. 

please come along to play or to encourage players £6pp incl. a drink and a piece of cake. 

To be overseen by Bryant Vincent names to Bryant (vincentbryantmary@gmail.com), 
money to Elizabeth Kennedy please. (Elizabeth@Stonehayes.com) by Wed 3rd Oct. 
 

From the Chair continued: 

It is proposed to have a 2 year drive towards increasing membership through stands at events around 
the town, please let us know of any appropriate events. 

Although it is early we wish each and every one of you seasonal greetings 

Merry Christmas and a good start to 2019 

Frohe Weihnachten und ein gluckliches neues Jahr 

Joyeux noel et bonnee annee 
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Bangers and Mash  

 

Friday 12th October 2018 - at the Rotary Hall. Station Hill. 
6.30pm to eat at 7pm. 

 
£15pp Under new management but following the old tradition. 
Names to Sylvia Gibson  (Sylvia.gibson@hotmail.com) Money to Elizabeth Kennedy 
(Elizabeth@Stonehayes.com) by Tues 9th Oct 
 
 
 

Christmas is coming 

 

Wreath-making Workshop 

at St Andrews Club Room 

Saturday 1st December 1.30-- 5 pm 

The cost will be £10.00 for a foam wreath base, greenery, ribbon, refreshments and the cost 
of the hall. 

Please bring your own "bling" to decorate the wreath if you wish. You will have a beautiful 
wreath to hang on your door to welcome your guests at Christmas or a gorgeous display for 
the table. 

Please bring scissors or secateurs, a bin bag to cover the table, while working and to carry 
your wreath home in.  

Please let Ruzi know (ruzibuchanan@gmail.com) by 17th November if you would like to attend 
and if you would prefer to make a door wreath or table decoration and send the money to 
Elizabeth Kennedy (see below). Looking forward to seeing you there, Ruzi. 
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Christmas lunch  

 

Thursday 13th December 
The Angel Hotel 12 for 12.30pm 

 
Cost £18.50 pp for 3 courses + tea/coffee - £5 deposit by Monday 8th October 

Full payment to Elizabeth + names and menu choices to Sylvia by 9th November 

Starters:  

 Butternut Squash and Chilli soup with blue cheese croutons 
 Chicken liver Parfait with spiced red onion cumin chutney, served with toasted sour 

dough 
 Smoked Mackerel Parcel cream cheese, black pepper and lemon in filo pastry 

Mains:  

 Roast Turkey with all the festive trimmings 
 Braised shin of Beef on horseradish mash topped with parsnip crisps, finished with 

baby onion, wild mushroom and red wine jus 
 Brio cranberry and spinach wellington with all the trimmings 

Desserts: 

 Rich Christmas Pudding with brandy sauce 
 Homemade Bailey's Irish Cream cheesecake with vanilla ice cream 
 Homemade sticky toffee pudding 

To follow: 

Freshly brewed tea, coffee and mini mince pies 

Monies for all activities can be paid direct to CTA bank account 
Sort Code:   20-84-58     Account no:00260428 with reference for which activities 
 

Annual General Meeting 
Sunday 24th February 2019 @7pm 

Venue to be decided. 
 

 
10th -14th May 2019 

We look forward to receiving our friends from La Fleche for this long weekend.  
We should have the list of people coming to us by Christmas so please let Ruzi Buchanan 
(ruzibuchanan@gmail.com) know if you are able to host. On 12th May there will be a Cellidh 
In the Consti Club 
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Visit from Friedberg 17th – 21st August 2018 

Our friends from Friedberg arrived by coach as expected soon after 2:00p.m. on Friday 17th 
August at the Ladyfield evangelical church. Some members of the Association had already 
laid out a buffet of sandwiches, cakes etc. inside and there was plenty of opportunity for 
friends to meet up again with the first exchange of news, but also for the travellers to refresh 
themselves. The large car-park was ideal in supplying space for the coach and all the hosts 
cars safely off the road. Those coming from Friedberg in their own cars also arrived very 
punctually just after the coach. Pip Higman 

 

 

On Saturday 18thour visitors had an outing to Salisbury.  
We arrived there at about 11:00 and walked along the 
River Avon and passed the St. Thomas a Beckett Church 
to the Market Place.  This gave our visitors a chance to 
walk about the market looking at the wares on display.  
Lunch was at the Café Rouge in the High Street – an 
excellent meal and extremely well organized. 

After lunch we walked through the Old George Mall and 
past the shopping centre courtyard to New Canal, where 
the guided tour was to start.  Our guide spoke excellent German but was a little quiet against 
the background traffic noise.  We stopped at the City Council Hall with a fairground carousel 
behind us.  Moving on down Blue Boar Row, we reached the Odeon Cinema, which was 
fascinating.  The use of a Grade I listed building dating from the pre-Tudor period and shields 
and swords hanging on the walls as a cinema foyer must surely be unique. 

We walked back through Old George Mall again into High Street, through the High Street 
Gate and on to the Cathedral, where we were able to have tea.  We walked back to the bus 
through the market place again, where we were able to identify Zizzi’s restaurant (still 
closed).  The return journey went past Stonehenge which, while no longer as accessible as in 
the 1950s, was still a highlight. Chris Higman 



 

 With friends Rosi and Ernst Krendlinger from Friedberg, we spent a 
very enjoyable Sunday afternoon discovering historic and interesting buildings in Chippenham 
town centre and nearby areas. Each one prominently displays a Blue Plaque awarded in the 
past or more recently by Chippenham Civic Society in recognition of its importance. 

We were using the new Blue Plaque Guide produced for this year's visit from Germany by 
Carolyn Gilman. Directing us along an easy-to-follow route around the streets, as well 
asphotographs, proved helpful in identifying properties. Once we arrived at each one 
Carolyn's leaflet gave us the significance or historic value of the building 

We would encourage those readers who would like to follow in our footsteps to call into 
Chippenham's museum for an amended copy of the Blue Plaque Guide andlearn perhaps 
something new about our town. Bryant and Mary Vincent 

Skittles Evening. 

Held in the Consti Club - this was a jolly and informal 
occasion and Sylvia and Terry soon had everybody 
organised and all the names up on the boards on both 
sides of the hall; as the drinks flowed the games began.  
Sticker uppers were very welcome and there were lots of 
volunteers.  Big thanks to them all. 

There were some skittlers of all abilities, and as the 
games progressed 

it was a close thing with both of the mixed teams.  The 
conversations, laughter and chatter were audible 
throughout the evening and it was a fitting end to the 
Sunday. 

Julie provided us with a super buffet with more food 
than everybody could eat - delicious as it was - and big 
thanks to the Consti Club for the use of the hall for the 
event.  Our President Mayor Councillor Andy Phillips 
came informally to the event to get to meeting 
everyone before our Civic Reception, and was a dab hand at the skittling too!!! Carolyn and 
Paul Gilman 

 

 

http://www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk/heritage-blue-plaques/ 
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Bath 

Some Association members accompanied the Friedbergers on the GWR train to Bath – the 
train arrived punctually so giving the guests a good impression of our train service. Once in 
Bath we broke into small groups who each did their ‘own thing’ such as visiting the Jane 
Austen House or the Abbey, shopping or merely wandering round the city. Everyone was back 
at the station on time for the return journey, which then gave time for us to rest and change 
for the evening reception in the Town Hall. Pip Higman 

B  

Town Hall Reception: 

There was a lovely new banner, welcoming our friends from Friedberg to the Town Hall, over 
the entrance door for our civic reception with the 
Mayor and Town Councillors. Drinks were taken 
on arrival and the Town Hall was beautifully laid 
out with welcoming flags of both countries as 
table centres on each table. 

The meal was an excellent buffet and whilst the 
eating and conversation was happening there 

was a 
delightful 

piano recital 
in the background to the whole event.  At one point 
Scottish Margaret took to the keyboard and gave a 
wonderful rendition and finally led us all in Auld Lang 
Syne at the end. 

Our Friedberg 
friends had a 

surprise interlude for us during the evening and this 
took the guise of two Night watchmen - the lights were 
out at this point; they then entered the room in their 
period costumes with their lantern lights the only 
glimmer in the room, they spoke and sang in both 
English and German and entertained us.  Following 
which Monika Hullerman, their President made her 
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speech in English and presented to the Mayor a lantern to ensure he had light to remember 
this twinning visit!  There was also a lantern brought to all the tables for each host as a gift 
from the town of Friedberg to us.  A speech was made by our Mayor Councillor Andy Phillips 
(who is also our President for this year), welcoming our friends both new and longer 
standing - this was translated by Stephan into 
German for the non-English speakers.   

Time for carriages came far too soon after a very 
entertaining evening. Tomorrow is time for our 
friends to depart for home and we look forward to 
seeing them all again in Friedberg in 2019.  A big 
thank you to all the committee, and to Paul Gilman 
our German liaison coordinator, for all the hard work 
in organising a super weekend.  We had been 
impressed with the preparation and care that the 
Council had taken beforehand, but the result was a splendid evening with good food and 
company! Many thanks must go to the Mayor and his staff for all their efforts to make the 
evening such a success. Carolyn and Paul Gilman 

Auf Wiedersehen 

On Tuesday 21st August came the time for our ‘good byes’ and ‘ Auf Wiedersehen’. Again we 
were fortunate to be able to be able to use the car-parking facilities of the church in Ladyfield 
and, before our friends left complete with their tea, Marmade, and other goodies for their 
Advent Fair, there was time for group photos. It seems that they all returned to Friedberg 
safely and we look forward to seeing our friends again next summer. Pip Higman 

 

 

Photos: Town Hall reception - the Mayor’s Office, otherwise John Scragg.  
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Your Committee members photographed in the Town Hall at the reception for our 

guests from Friedberg 

 

From l. to r. Chris Higman, Bryant Vincent, Elizabeth Kennedy,John Scragg, Sylvia Gibson 
(chairperson) Cllr. Andy Phillips (President) Carolyn Gilman, Nina Phillips, Pip Higman, Ruzi 

Buchanan, Paul Gilman, 
Inset left: Nick Murry, right:Geoff Barrett 

Photo: Mayor’s Office with inserts by John Scragg 
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Members - Annual Subscription Renewal time is coming up! 

This is to remind you that membership subscriptions are due on 1st January 2019.  The 
deadline for receipt of subscriptions is 31st January so please think about it before the 
Christmas rush.  Unless you already pay by Standing Order please use the form on page 11 
to renew.  It will help the Association (and yourselves too, as then future subscriptions will be 
paid automatically) if you would set up a Standing Order using the SO form.  

The rates from 1st January 2019 are: 

 Family   £36.00 
 Individual   £18.00 
 Senior   £15.00 
 Junior   £15.00 (if not covered by a family membership) 
 Corporate  £36.00 

Application for 100 Club Membership 

Now is also the time to take out a 100 Club subscription.   A subscription  costs £12.00 a 
year and the year runs from February to the following January.  Each subscription is 
allocated a unique number and this number goes into each prize draw in the year.  Prize 
draws take place four times a year representing respectively the quarters February to April, 
May to July, August to October and November to January.  Currently there are five prizes at 
each draw.  The number and value of prizes at each draw is reviewed at the beginning of the 
100 Club year and depends on the number of subscriptions taken out.  Half the money 
received in subscriptions is returned in prizes, the remainder being used to bolster 
Association funds.     

Remember that you may take out as many 100 Club subscriptions as you like, thereby 
increasing your chances of winning a prize; each subscription will have its own unique 
number and every number goes into every draw.    
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Application for Subscription and 100 Club Renewal 

Title : Mr/Mrs/Miss/Other (please specify) _________________________________ 

Surname    _____________________________  

First name(s) ______________________________________________________________ 

For Family Membership please list above all names of those to be included in the membership 
and indicate if they are adult (over 18) or children (under 18).  

Address ____________________________________ __________________________ 

Contact tel. no(s) ________________________________________   

 Email  ___________________________________  

*I/We apply for the following memberships for 2019 (please indicate the number required 
against each required category:  

Family - £36 a year   [    ]   Individual - £18 a year - number required   [    ] Senior (over 60 
yrs) - £15 a year - number required [    ]  Junior (under 18 and not covered by family 
membership) £15 a year - number required [    ] Corporate - £36 a year (please contact 
Elizabeth Kennedy ‒ details below ‒ for further information)  

EITHER *I/We enclose a cheque for £ _____ for the  annual subscription of £ _____  and for  
____  100 Club subscription(s) of £12.00 each  

OR *I/We have completed the Standing Order below for the annual subscription of £ _____    
and for  ____  100 Club subscription(s) of £12.00 each     * delete as appropriate  

Standing Order Request 

To: (name of Bank)______________________ ________________________________________ 

(Address)  __________________________________________________________________  

From: _(Name)  _____________________ ___________________________  

(Address)        ______________________ Account Name: _____________________  

Account No.:       ________________ Bank Sort Code:  _____-_____-_____  

Please pay Chippenham Twinning Association the sum of £_______  ( ___________ pounds) 
from 2nd January 20___ and annually thereafter on the first working day of January until 
further notice.  

Details of the account to be credited are:  
Account Name: Chippenham Twinning Association Management Committee Account No.: 
00260428 Bank Sort Code: 20-84-58 Bank Address:   Barclays Bank plc, 66 Market Place 
Chippenham, SN15 3JA  
Signed _____________________  Date ___________  

Please send this form to Elizabeth Kennedy, Stonehayes, Allington, Chippenham SN14 6LJ  
07527 411346  elizabeth@stonehayes.com  



 

Fostering friendship and links between Chippenham and Europe              

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Contacts 
 
 
President: 
The Mayor of Chippenham 
c/o The Town Hall 
Tel: 01249 446699 
 
Chairman: 
Sylvia Gibson 
Tel: 01249 444206 
 
Secretary: 
Carolyn Gilman 
carolyn.gilman2@btopenworld.com  
 
Treasurer: 
Elizabeth Kennedy 
elizabeth@stonehayes.com 
Tel: 07527411346 
 
Membership/100 Club: 
Bryant Vincent 
vincentbryantmary@gmail.com 
 
Social Secretary: 
Vacant 
 
French Liaison: 
Ruzi Buchanan 
ruzibuchanan@gmail.com  
 
German Liaison: 
Paul Gilman 
paul.gilman2@btopenworld.com 
 
Newsletter Editor: 
Pip Higman 
pip@higman.eu 
Tel: 01249 6247 269 
 

 

This 

Please 
yourself
Please let me know if your 
If you don't do this 
your Newsletter.

Pip Higman

New Newsletter Editor

This is my first Newsletter, I am very happy to be able to 
assist the association in this way but have much to learn 
so please contact me for any queries about this issue or 
future issues.  Please send all material for the Winter 
issue to 
  
The deadline for the winter issue will be 

2019

 
Pip Higman

 

Fostering friendship and links between Chippenham and Europe              Website: chippenham-twinning.org.uk

 Newsletter 

Please contact me if you know of any member (including 
yourself!) who hasn't received a copy of this newsletter.  
Please let me know if your email address changes
If you don't do this there is a risk that you will not receive 
your Newsletter. 

Pip Higman 

New Newsletter Editor 

This is my first Newsletter, I am very happy to be able to 
assist the association in this way but have much to learn 

please contact me for any queries about this issue or 
future issues.  Please send all material for the Winter 
issue to me: pip@higman.eu 

The deadline for the winter issue will be 15

2019 

Pip Higman 

 

twinning.org.uk 

Follow us on Facebook 

me if you know of any member (including 
) who hasn't received a copy of this newsletter.  

email address changes.  
there is a risk that you will not receive 

This is my first Newsletter, I am very happy to be able to 
assist the association in this way but have much to learn 

please contact me for any queries about this issue or 
future issues.  Please send all material for the Winter 

15th January 


